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	Teacher:  Mr. Smith
Email:  msmith1@bridgeportedu.net
Room:  

	
	





	Course Description:  Band is designed for members of the middle school performing band. This organization functions as a concert band.  Membership is by teacher recommendation only and requires participation in all school, community, and festival events. Students must be able to play their instrument proficiently and may choose to play: Flute, Clarinet, All Saxophones, Trumpet, Trombone, French Horn, Baritone, Tuba, Percussion or Drum Set (limited spots). There is a $30 a year maintenance fee. 
This course can be taken multiple times for credit as the musical compositions change annually. The year long class is rigorous and is suited for the student who wishes to progress as a well rounded musician.  Students will develop good practice habits, and learn techniques to increase musical ability. We will explore music at its source, find out how music is constructed, and discover the composers and history behind the music. At the completion of this course, the student will have learned to play some of the standards of concert/pop/jazz repertoire while gaining a thorough understanding of the history and basic concepts of music.
	Course Philosophy 
Band is a performing Ensemble, and the primary goal of this course is for students to become competent, independent performers. For this reason, students will be assessed largely based on their participation and performances in the group. It is equally important that a student develop the skills, discipline, and determination to prepare for a performance, therefore an equal portion of the grade will be derived from how well the student prepares and uses his or her practice time.  Students should come to class every day prepared to get the most out of the practice time they are given in class.

	Course Outcomes: 
Students will be able to: 
1. Follow classroom procedures regarding practice and instruction. 2. Demonstrate basic competencies on their instrument in the areas of tone production, technique, and phrasing. 3. Identify music notation and symbols relative to the level of proficiency 4. Identify basic musical forms within learned pieces. 5. Identify proper performance habits.
	Assessment Criteria 
Practice/Participation/Preparation                40% 
Performance: Recitals/Concerts                     40%                                       
Written Work: Theory/History                        20%

Grading Scale                                                      90% - 100% A 
                                                                               80% - 89% B 
                                                                               70% - 79% C 
                                                                               60% - 69% D 
                                                                                0% - 59% E

	Instruments: School owned instruments may be rented for $30 a year.  It is expected that each student will play an instrument and will do their utmost to prevent damage. Each student and his or her parent / guardian are responsible for the condition of the assigned instrument. If an instrument is damaged due to student negligence, it is the student and parent / guardian’s responsibility to pay for the repair or replacement of the instrument. (See Maintenance Agreement Form)
	Daily Required Materials: A portion of the student’s daily Practice/Preparation grade will be determined based on using the following required materials: 

1) Band Class Folder and Music- provided by teacher 
2) Pencil– provided by the student 
3) Instrument –provided by teacher ($30 rental fee) or
                           Student(rent/buy from outside company)




	Classroom Expectations:
1. ARRIVE TO CLASS ON TIME
2. WORK ONLY ON THE INSTRUMENT TO WHICH YOU ARE ASSIGNED. 
3. HALL PASSES WILL NOT BE GIVEN during class except in extreme emergencies. 
4. USE MATERIALS EVERY DAY. This includes your instrument and music.
5. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD, DRINK, GUM, ETC. IN THE BAND ROOM. 
6. NO CELL PHONES.  NO PARTICIPATION GRADE IF USED DURING CLASS.
7. BE SAFE, BE RESPONSIBLE, BE RESPECTFUL AND BE PATIENT

	Failure to follow the Classroom Expectations will be dealt with in accordance with the discipline policy of the school, usually… 
1. Verbal warning. 
2. Parent phone call. 
3. Detention, ISS or OSS  
4. Office referral.



	Explanation of Assessment Criteria:
Practice/Participation/Preparation___________________________________________________________________________________40% 
Throughout the course of daily instruction, students will be scored based on the extent that they:
· Student always enters the classroom in an orderly manner, quickly gets to seat and is ready to begin class.
· Student is always respectful of his or her self, others, and teacher, has a positive attitude, and does not criticize anyone else’s ideas or work.
· Student is careful with classroom instruments, and is respectful of all property everyday.
· Consistently stays focused on in-class work and what needs to be done. Very self-directed.
· Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort.
· Brings needed materials to class and is always ready to work.
· Provides work of the highest quality that reflects the student’s best efforts.
· Student is aware of and follows all rules/expectations of the classroom and in the student handbook, such as no food or drink, tardies, uniform,
· Student is awake and engaged in class on a daily basis, does not interrupt/distract the class and shows no disruptive behavior.
· Students asks only questions relevant to the topic being discussed. Student remains seated until dismissed by teacher. Student is respectful of other students.

Performance: Recitals/Concerts_____________________________________________________________________________________40%
 All students will be graded on a solo or group performance (recital) every Friday during class.  Throughout the year, students will participate in concerts which are also graded. Students who are unprepared for the performances will receive a zero. Recitals can be made up within three days only if the absence was excused. Since the skills learned in Advanced Band are cumulative, students must make every effort to master the music. 
Performances will be scored based on the extent that:
· Tone is consistently clear, focused and centered throughout the range of the instrument with regards to the experience of the performer. 
· Notes are consistently accurate. (0-3  mistakes- at least 90-100% correct notes)
· The beat is secure and the rhythms are played accurately. Note durations are consistently correct. (0-3 mistakes-90-100% correct notes)
· The articulations, dynamics, and style of the music is performed accurately. The students posture is correct for the duration of the performance.
· Coordination, accuracy, and flexibility are excellent. Demonstrates thorough knowledge and command of technique.
· Excellent use of dynamics throughout. Full dynamic range is demonstrated.
· Appearance/attire and demeanor professional. 

Written Work:  Theory/History______________________________________________________________________________________20% 
Students who do not complete written work will receive a zero. Work can be made up within three days only if the absence was excused.  Expectations of written work will be given to student at least one week in advance.
Written work will scored based on the extent that:
· The student demonstrates a strong depth of knowledge of the subject. Few if any errors exist. (90-100% correct answers)
· The student turns in work that is fully complete with all directions having been accurately followed.
· The student completes work in a way that is easy to read and understand. The document is not damaged.
· The student turns in the work on or before the date due.

Acceptance of Student Responsibilities and Obligations

Please return this by September  , 2017.

 It is part of your preparation grade. I understand the responsibilities and obligations after reading information about Advanced Band regarding:
 - Course Description 
- Course Outcomes
– Evaluation Criteria 
- Course Philosophy 
- Grading Scale
 - Use of Instrument 
- Daily Required Materials 
- Classroom Expectations 
I also understand that I may contact Mr. Smith throughout the school year by email at msmith1@bridgeportedu.net.
 I accept these requirements and pledge to show my dedication to the music department by upholding these responsibilities with pride and commitment. 

Student: ________________________________________________________________________________
Student’s email address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Grade: ___________
Student Signature:________________________________________________________________________
Date:_________________________ 
Parent or Guardian:_______________________________________________________________________
Parent’s day phone:______________________________________
Parent’s evening phone:_____________________________________ 
Parent’s email address: __________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature:_________________________________________________________________________________
Date:_______________________
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